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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 


This material contains information affecting the Na- 
tional Defense of the United States within the mean- 
ing of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 
and 794, the transmission or revelation of which In 
any manner to an unauthorized person Is prohibited 
by law. 
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THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 


25X1 


[ARMY review completed. 


25 YEAR RE-REVIEW 


CONFIPENTIAL 


25X1 


state I #X I army I 1 navy I ^ I *,R ]^ \ FBI |^| AEC \ 

T~ — r 1 

— 1 



— 1- — 

(NOT£; Wos/imgfon d/sfribufion indicated by "X"; Field distribvfion by 




V 

Approved For Release 2009/07/17 : CIA-RDP82-00046R0004001 6001 0-9 




Approved For Release 2009/07/17 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400160010-9 


CONFIDENTIAL 

COUNTRY DSSR/Tlast QerinaBy 

SUBJECT Regular Army Enlistees (Sverkhsrochnlkl) 
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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 
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Note; All references to regular army enlistees (sverkhroohnlkl) and 
extended to them which are listed in this report do not 
jiepeMajillyL^apply to JLBv erkhsroohnlkl" through out the Soviet Army. V 


25X' 


"sverkhsrochnlk” was applied to So viet Army soldiers who ra- 
__enllsteQ^ The majority of them were wco j_s^} 

ZvDA.1 


o*’® ^^erkhBr^hnlk"^^o was a private first class! 
^^^^^loccaslonally drawing rat ^s at the Q SFQ Pood Sunnlv Ward 
□louses Jjn satzkorn (N 52-27, E 12-59)^ 


The nlcknftme "makaronhlkl" was applied to the "sverkhsrochnlkl" by 

term of service, who looked upon 
the^former With disdain. Since ajacaronl was considered a delicacy 
in the Soviet Army messhall in comparison with the standard ration 
or groats, the sverkhsrochnik" was considered to be one who remained 
behind for macaroni. 


2 , 


3. 


Each reenlistment was limited to a two-year term, 
for a shorter or longer period of time. 


No EH was reenlisted 


Soviet Army who was nearing completion of his 
obligatory term of military service, or who was already on a reenllsted 
term of service ^and was nearing Its completion could apply to be a 
sverkhsroohnik . His acceptance depended upon past service, political 
the existence of a vacancy. If the applicant’s past 

political background was 

not doubtful, he would be accepted, if a vacancy did not exist in the 
unit In which he was serving, an attempt was made to situate him in 
another unit where he might be able to fit In as a "sverklisroohnlk" . 
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4. The following prerequisites were neoessary for enlistment: 

a. 


25X1 


6 . 


7. 


b. 


5. 


Obligatory term of service or previous 
reenllstea term of service. 

Paity^desi^abl?!^^^^^' active Interest in Komsomol or 

letter with recommendation from the potential en- 
ments! ^ leader and higher commanders' approving endorse- 

letter with recommendations from the unit party or 
Se«hP?f?^ applicant was a Komsomol ?r pL?J 

political attitude and participation 
Partv^oJ^Sflom«?^Sf® lectures. (Note; Membership In the 

reenllaLd el? fee ? mandatory, but If a non-member was 
reenllsted all efforts were made to recruit him as a member 

In many instances the non-member was kept under closer surveil- 
lance and was constantly criticized until hS bLSf fmeSr!) 

I 


±ixcj«ix;iori^ 


J information on "sverkhsroohniki" ident- 


a. 


be 


ofthf JnslgnlSo'*"^^®'’® ^”®^Snla. (See Annex A for a sketch 

"sverkhsrochnlk" of the USSR 

f f ' ®®® • 7hls document served as a passport 

usIr ?i- ’®lld anywhere iS thS 

USSR. It was carried at all times. 


A permanent paaa j 


■sverkusrochniki” in the unit. 
Enlistment Procedure 


J This type of pass was issued to all 

4 « 4>Via 


"sverkhsrochnlkl" were not permitted to be vehicle dpive».« 

e of^ r\r^«ia4>v1a ^ ^ i — *= * 


Jbaoause of possible losp of prestige 


riirt ^ » The duties^f^ mechanic in the- >>ei:fe.i ion 

_aia not call for a "sverkhsroehniif'^ ^ ” 


duties of battalion Pood and Clothing 


/■B-ar, ^ ^ ui Bttivaiion food and c 

4 f stvennofurazhnoye Snabzhenive V 
-t- hat pos i tion called >cr a "'Svepkhsrochnlk" / 


" Sverkhsrochnlk" Positions in the lOth Sep, gd. Bn. 


bSttaiior platoons In the 

^ Z ^ th e^ following eon atl. 


tuted the positions calling for "sverkhsrochnikln 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 2009/07/17 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400160010-9 





Approved For Release 2009/07/17 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400160010-9 


a. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
- 3 - 


25X1 


Company First Sergeants - the Ist Sgt,, 3<i Co., was not a "sverkhs- 
rochnlk". 


b. Company Medical Aid Men - only the 1st Co. Aid Man was a "sverkhs- 
rochnlk" . 

G. Battalion Chief Mess Sergeant - position filled by a "sverkhs- 
rochnlk" . 

d. Battalion Chief Cook - position filled by a "sverkhsrochnlk" i, 

e. Battalion Ordnance NCO - not filled by a "sverkhsrochnlk'' 

f. Battalion Chief Administrative Clerk - position filled by a 
"sverkhsrochnik" . 

g. Platoon Leader, Housekeeping Platoon - position filled by a 

''sverkhsrochnlk" , ’ 

h. Administrative Clerk in office of Battalion Supply Officer - 
position not filled by a "sverkhsrochnlk", 

1. Battalion Food and Clothing Supply Clerk - position held by 
Source , 


Privileges Granted to "Sverkhsroehnlkl " 

9. "Sverkhsroehnlkl" seemed to enjoy a number of privileges not extended to 
soldiers serving their obligatory term of military service. Some of 
these privil eges were not granted until after Stalin's death. | 25X1 

^ — ^Jthey were ^permitted to carry a pistol In place of their 

T/o weapon (SMQ, carbine). In time of war, however, they would revert 
to their y/Q weannn . — - Whether r>r nn 't all other privileges would be 


11 . 


12 . 


withdrawn 


10 . 


a private f1rwt alaaa 


Jen Joyed the 


^rivllege^of open gate" liberty by virtue of being a "sverkhsrochnlk". 
Prior to Stalin's death, "sverkhsroehnlkl" could leave the compound 
or camp after duty hours only if accompanied by an officer. Later, a 
sverkhsroohnlk wAs perialttedy duty hours , to go on pass alone 

other hand, privates and NCOS serving their obligatory term 
of ssrvloe wer e not permitted to leave the ceiopound on pass, regard- 
less of rank. a private first class had pass. 


25X1 


priyileges, while some first sergeants who were In their obligatory 
term of service did not . , 

Separate quarters privileges were also granted to "sverkhsroehnlkl" 
-Who were ass igned to quarters in the compound. [ ^ 


25X1 


Permission to eat In the officers ' mess was granted to this group , 

this merely served to add prestige. 


25X1 
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14 . 


15 . 


16. 


17 . 
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13. The difference in payjjetween selectees and enlistees was by far the 


greatest advantage. 
service Ireceived 


a private serving his obligatory term of 

^ ^ 0 - total of 30 East German marks per mo nths 

I a sverkhsrochnlk” I I pay was * 

IfcIO East marks and 200 ^ 


ruDies per month. 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


in accordance with their duty responBlbilitv. 


''svertchs rochnikl" were paid 


reoBiveu jDU hast marks andJ 


O^e Chief Mess Sergeant 
n 450 rubles per month.) 


^ serving his obligatory term of service^ Was not 

leave for the entire period of service . In extreme 
family emergencies, a soldier might have been able to obtain a maxi- 
mum of 15 days compassionate furlough. | | as a "sverkhsrochnlk". 

if days leave per year, the seune time as was given 

to officers. These 45 days were in addition to travel time required 
to go to the USSR and return, yuxicu 

A "sverkhsrochnlk" was permitted to purchase and keep liquor in his 
quarters and tp drink after duty hours on post. This privilege was 
introduced after Stalin's death. A"sverkhsrochnlk" who imbibed to 
tne point where he became overly boisterous aftef duty hours would 

summoned before the battalion CO the following mornJ.ng 
and reprimanded. However, possession of liquor by a soldier serving 
his obligatory term of service was a court martial offense .. 

’’Bvarkhsrochrjikl” were not the only EM 

A soldier serving his obligatory term of service 
In both Instanbes permission had to be 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 
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wno could marry. __ 
also had this privilege. m 
granted by the individual ' s CO 


p prlvate and one sergeant who received permission 

to marry • Both EM were from guard companies . 

Marriage was^permitted only to Russian women serving in the Soviet 
Army as service women or as civilian employees* Despite the fact 
that an alleged regulation Insured Russians serving abroad the right 
to marry a foreign national, it was. actually meaningless in aermanyl. 

^ sverkhsrochnlk” who married a Russian woman was permitted to live 
on post in separate Quarters with his wife, while a selectee serving 
his_ obligatory term of service was permitted only to visit his wife 

fLS Saturday night, if he received a pass 

from his first sergeant. All other days and nights he was compelled 
to live in his barracks. 

Political training for "sverk toroohnikl" was conducted aeT^arateiv 
by t he'* unit Party secretary. | 


25X1 


I since regular arm^ 

aftei^uty hours, there were 
some subjects disc ussed that wou l d not apply to soldiers serving ’ 

* J I- 4 he subjects and themes 

5 °x® Normally, not more than five 

sverkhsrochniki" attended political training at one time. 
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"sverkhsrochnlkl" were not co mpelled to partl cl- 

pate in any training except political training. 1 fas - 

did not have to participate in close order drill, physical training, 
or range firing. 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


19. f or added prestige the “sverkharochniki" were 25X1 

permitted to wear the service cap (furazhka) at all times, whereas 

the soldier serving his obligatory term wore the garrison cap (pilotka) 
with his everyday cotton uniform. 

20. If a ’'sverkhsrochnlk" was found guilty of misconduct or declared 
politically unreliable, he would be sent back to the USSR for 
immediate demobilization. If a conscrlptee was found guilty of 
the same charges, he would be sent back to the USSR but would have 
to complete his full term of military service there. 


in the 10th Sep . 25X1 

Ods . Bn . The EM w^is a "sverkhsroohnik" who was alssigned to guard 
duty with dogs . When it was found that the dogs were not necessary 
for guard duty, they were shipped to another unit, frlor to their 
shipment, the "sverkhsrochnlk" took one to keep as a pet. When the 
theft was discovered the man was sent back to the USSR B'l^d demobilized. 


Conclusions 

21. I n although the pay differences and extra privileges 25X1 

granted to "sverkhsrochnlkl" certainly appeared to make them a very 
privileged gr oup, the nxuitber of soldiers who enlisted was compara- 
tively small, n ^only EM who were not skilled and faced the 25X1 

prospect of returning to a collective farm to face a life of work and 
drudgery with no compensation preferred to remain in the army. These 
soldiers were in the minority. The majority of the men dreamed of 
the day when they would be released from service and wished to remember 
the army as a bad nightmare. A three-year period was enough for most 
of them. 
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2 Annexes 

A. Service Chevrons Worn by "Sverkhsrochnlkl" 

B. Personal ID of "Sverkhsrochnlk" of the USSR Pore®* 
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First E«rm 


8*ooBd ttrm 



T«llev 




Viird fsra 


J.. fh* third t«rm ohirrxoB wm •«ual ia width to two firot 
tors ehoTTOBo. 

third tors, tho ohOTroa* woro sl)iT«r<-oolerod«. 
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AnutY B 


^PtnoMl IB Book of '^STerkharoohnik*' of 9S8& Imad foz^aa 



(Light Blua Cover) 





*i:yAOCTOB£PEHMEJlM'IH^ 

CB£P)«:? 04 HOCIJW/H 4 Bro 

doomBHHbtx: cm ccc? 


r ' 

10 


IlHHMCTEPcm BOOfMMblXCMIiaffl 


7 om 






fh.# X9 ^ook oontaln«d page* with th* fellovlQg tet»i 

£i^ Goatwts 

<■ ' ' ^ ■ . • 

^OTcr photo otuipod with tuii iiABw. bMMW'a* 

•iguturo, dM dato w p^. wwp^f i 

ky aww, unit, aad C0»», •tgaatur* 
vith data of liftto sir- 

of birth, hatloaality , Twar 
ladaotod, local allltary ooBwisaarliil, data and 

*K>8 a««bar, 

apaolalty, ■arltii atatua, 
faaily , laoatlon of faiilly 
" milt^';' prcaotioha . , . ^ ■ 

Kllltary aarwlaa atatua 
eiTlllaa'aaardai^ 

Ooabat voimda and Injjorlaa ‘ 

- 'Parat'aal6B .te/0-ar]^:ana — , • ' 

Saghlatloha oonoarBlig handling aad ^M of paraoaal 
X» of "awarkharoohnik** w pwaaw 

COBFIDIMIIAI, 
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1® 
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